[Animal models of osteomyelitis].
Despite new approaches in biochemical testing, radiologic and nuclear medicine and advances in surgical techniques, the problem of diagnosis and therapy of acute and chronic osteitis has not been finally solved. Clinical research on osteitis is problematic as there are many variables influencing the inflammatory process and a wide spectrum in therapeutic options exists, hampering research under defined conditions. Consequently, there was an early need for animal models. In vivo experimental settings were established to gain reproducible and reliable results under standardized conditions on the pathogenesis and therapy of osteitis. In this article, an overview of the hitherto established experimental animal models and the results of osteitis research on these models is given.